
 

 

 

**  MAY Meeting Schedule  ** 

 WEDNESDAY May 7th 1:00 PM—Regency Park Library (Note Day) 

 Tuesday May 20th at 1:00 PM—Regency Park Library   

Port Richey, Florida 
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Field Trip to Manatee Village 

Historical Park 
 

Though the quantity was only four mem-
bers who made the trip to Manatee Vil-
lage Historical Park, we were assured the 
quality did not suffer. 

Overcast skies cleared up to expose a 
beautiful Florida day with white puffy 
clouds.  And, as usual, there was an 
abundance of subjects to photograph.  
Luckily, we basically had the whole place 
to ourselves.   

The Village contains an authentic 1912 
settler’s home once owned by the 
Stephen’s family.  Additionally, a beauti-
fully restored 1887 church where wed-
dings still take place today is located on 
the property.  Other buildings include a 
blacksmith and boat building shop, a 
school, an 1860 courthouse, and a 1903 
general store which includes a nice mu-
seum upstairs. 

There have been some major changes 
since last we visited the park as the loco-
motive is now placed near the entrance, 
while a century old, authentic cowboy 
bunkhouse has taken its place in the 
back.  

The two story bunkhouse was built in 
1915 and has been refurbished, but is not 
yet completed.  Originally located near 
Parrish, Florida, the bunkhouse was used 
by local cowboys who ran cattle and 
worked in slaughterhouses*.  The bunk 

house still requires additional remodeling 
inside as well as the addition of period 
furniture. 

Another house in somewhat rundown 
condition and presently experiencing ex-
tensive rehabilitation, was built in 1889 a 
few miles from the park.  

Speaking with an employee of the park, it 
was learned that further renovations and 
the addition of other buildings on the 
back lot are planned, along with a gift 
shop at the front entrance. 

All in all it was a great day and we hope to 
visit again in the future. 

*As a side note of historical interest… 
before Florida became famous for it’s cit-
rus groves, fishing, sponging, white sandy 
beaches and of course our good friend 
Mickey Mouse, the state had a vibrant and 
thriving cattle industry.  In fact, it was 
Ponce De Leon who first introduced cat-
tle to North America in 1521 when he 
landed on the west coast of Florida. Span-
ish settlers began raising cattle in the mid 
to late 1600’s and later taught the Native 
Americans to become  master cattlemen.  
By 1865 the Civil War had nearly depleted 
the bovine population in northern Florida 
and by the early 1900’s many of the re-
maining cattle were wrought with the 
Texas fever tick, screw worms and even-
tually by the mid 1940’s, free range cattle 
were becoming a road hazard for the 
tourist industry.  Overcoming adversity, 
today Florida ranks 12th in the nation in 
the number of beef cows. 



 

 

Club Contact Information  

President Charlie Srsich 727-376-0122 chazlite@earthlink.net 

Vice President Al Oberlander 727-372-2034 aoberlander@verizon.net 

Treasurer Brent Kelly 727-849-9331 bkelly24@tampabay.rr.com 

Secretary Connie Wilson 727-856-2277 jwilliew@gmail.com 

Editor & Webmaster Ann Ullery 727-934-4725 aullery@tampabay.rr.com 

We are not professionals, but are equally dedicated to our chosen hobby of capturing the view from our eye to 
the film.  We are encouraging and welcoming new members to join our club at any time.   Please feel free to visit 
any of our meetings.  For more meeting and membership information, please contact our club President, Charlie 
Srsich at 727-376-0122.  Come join us for great camaraderie, learning, and FUN! 
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The hosting print division club 
will be the Central Florida Cam-
era Club (Lake Mary) and your 
prints should be given to me by 
the second meeting in May 
(probably the 20th but, given 
our flux position, the date may 
not be an exactitude). 

This time around, the Interclub 
mode is color prints so if you 
enter two in that category, 
please specify which of the 

Perusing the PSA website, I 
clicked on the link “Resources” 
and found a goldmine of infor-
mation.  Of particular note is the 
“Links of Interest” section 
where one can literally spend 
hours looking through a variety 
of photographically related web-
sites.  From photo clubs and 
groups to photo galleries, tours, 
workshops and even museums, 
there is something of interest to 
every photographer. 

two you would prefer to be 
used as your entry. 

If, perchance, you have any 
questions as regards to the F3C, 
there's no need to wait with 
them.  Just send your queries to 
me and we'll see if we can't get 
you an immediate answer. 

  

- Richard 
 

FCCC News — by Richard Davids 
For FCCC information, please visit 

www.f3c.org 

Well, since the first 
tri-annual is history, the second 
is probably in the foreseeable 
future so - photographically 
speaking - it's time to start bran-
dishing the Broadsword and 
loading up the Blunderbuss 
 in  prepara t ion for  the 
next competition.   

The digital division will be 
hosted by DPI-SIG (Naples) and 
your images should be E-mailed 
to me by June 5th. 

If you are looking for a particu-
lar article that appeared in a past 
issue of the PSA Journal, it may 
be listed within the “PSA Jour-
nal Articles” link.  All articles 
listed will open in .pdf format. 

Want to know more about 
PSA?  Click on “Have You 
Wondered?” and a listing of 
articles relating to the opera-
tional aspects of PSA will ap-
pear.  You can also learn about 
the various divisions within 

PSA where all individual mem-
bers can participate in competi-
tions. 

And, last but not least, everyone 
enjoys viewing the work of 
other photographers.  Click on 
“Gallery of Nations” and see 
what other photographic artists 
around the world are creating.  
Visit Italy, Hong Kong, Egypt 
and lots more without leaving 
the comfort of your computer 
chair ! 
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Competition Winners For The Month Of April, 2008 
Rating Scale: 24-27 Award 21-23 Honor 

MONOCHROME PRINTS—AWARD 

Big Arch Joe Constantino 25 

Three Towers Connie Wilson 25 

Thunder in the Mountains Bob Gates 25 

Sentry Box Al Oberlander 24 

Soaring Gull Mike Eckstein 24 

MONOCHROME PRINTS—HONOR 

Castle Hill Light Bob Gates 23 

In The Field Joe Constantino 23 

Steeple St. Augustine Ray Van Heck 23 

The Door Janet Stein 23 

The Horse Trader Mike Eckstein 23 

Attack Joe Constantino 22 

Winston Bob Gates 22 

Crooked Candelaras George Robinson 21 

Driftwood II Charlie Srsich 21 

Round Barn Janet Stein 21 

Steadfast Devotion Pam Aleskwiz 21 

Yesteryear Richard Davids 21 

COLOR PRINTS—AWARD 

Bulldog Joe Constantino 26 

The Rat Man Ellen Eckstein 26 

“What’s Over There?” Richard Davids 25 

Color Me Purple Georgia Robinson 24 

Gathering Pollen Joan Bold 24 

Jamestown Windmill Bob Gates 24 

Mating Thunderbirds Herb Swanson 24 

Pink Ladies Georgia Robinson 24 

Queen of the Vikings Mike Eckstein 24 

COLOR PRINTS—HONOR 

Cat Nap Georgia Robinson 23 

Center of Attention Joe Constantino 23 

Ducks Bob Gates 23 

Eagle Dancer Bob Gates 23 

COLOR PRINTS—HONOR (Cont.) 

Juvenile Night Heron Mike Eckstein 23 

Hello Connie Wilson 23 

Small Catch Ellen Eckstein 23 

Weathered Pilings Ray Van Heck 23 

Mother’s Love Herb Swanson 22 

Red Door to Where? Ray Van Heck 22 

The Swamp Janet Stein 22 

Winky Joe Constantino 22 

“I'm Waiting” Richard Davids 21 

Breakfast at Corkscrew Swamp Ray Van Heck 21 

Everglades Al Oberlander 21 

Guarding Their Flag Mike Eckstein 21 

Lip Smacking Good Eve McMahon 21 

Scalping Ellen Eckstein 21 

Spanish Hangout George Robinson 21 

Tummy Tot George Robinson 21 

Up On Top Connie Wilson 21 

Windswept Lighthouse Janet Stein 21 

MONTHLY ASSIGNMENT—AWARD 

“Tombstones” 

Tranquility Joe Constantino 25 

Claudette Georgia Robinson 24 

MONTHLY ASSIGNMENT—HONOR 

“Tombstones” 

Just Nine Days Old Ray Van Heck 23 

Welcome Connie Wilson 23 

Lala Bob Aleskwiz 22 

Monsieur Pierre Georgia Robinson 22 

Tomb of the Unknown Soldier Al Oberlander 22 

Tombstones Al Cortis 22 

98 Year Fan Pam Aleskwiz 21 

Eternal Love Pam Aleskwiz 21 

Final Line Bob Aleskwiz 21 

Scores continued on page 4 
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Competition Winners (Cont.) 

Congratulations to the monthly winners 

and to all who participated. 

Monthly Assignments—2008  
 

MayñInsects 

SeptemberñLights at Night 

OctoberñBad Weather 

NovemberñAbandoned 

DecemberñOther Peopleõs Art 

 

(Assignments may be Singular or Plural) 

Programs—2008  
 

MayñSt. Petersburg Times Photographer 

SeptemberñTBA 

OctoberñBud Smith presents 

òBringing Stills to Lifeó 

NovemberñRound Table Discussion 

DecemberñYear End Competition 

 

(Programs are subject to change) 

Marge Comitto won second place for her “Shoeman 
and Shoes” at the Tarpon Springs Art Association 
Judged Show and received her first small monetary 
award. 

Marge also sold two copies of her “Cat in Positano”.  
One sale was at the Tarpon Springs Arts and Crafts 
Festival held on the Bayou in Tarpon Springs. 

 

Joe Constantino was awarded a PSA Merit Award 
in the Interclub International Competition within the 
Color Projected Image Division of the PSA.   

 

 

 

 

We are proud to announce the following new mem-

ber to the Chasco Camera Club.   

Vin Greco 

Vin is originally from Connecticut and has been a 

photographer for 35 years.  He is also an accom-

plished painter and member of the West Pasco Art 

Guild.  Many thanks to Sarah Hanlon for introduc-

ing Vin to our club.  Welcome Vin—we look for-

ward to seeing your work ! 

Member News 

MONTHLY ASSIGNMENT—HONOR (cont.) 

“Tombstones” 

Measles Shots Still Working Ellen Eckstein 21 

Memorial to German Nuns Marge Comitto 21 

Old Tombstone Connie Wilson 21 

They Go Down to the Sea Ray Van Heck 21 

Veteran’s Cemetery Eve McMahon 21 

World War I Memorial Marge Comitto 21 

A Class Color—”Cold Winter Night” by Joe Con-

stantino, 26 Award; “Woodstork” by Joe Constan-

tiono, 24 Award. 

B Class Color—”Tropical Portrait” by George Rob-

inson, 23 Award. 

A Class Monochrome—”Another View” by Joe 

Constantino, 23 Honor. 

CONGRATULATIONS !! 

FCCC 1st Tri-Annual Results 
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Meeting Notes... 

Meeting Day Change 
Please remember the May 7th 
Prog ram Mee t ing  i s  on 
WEDNESDAY.  The meeting 
will begin at 1:00 PM at the Re-
gency Park Library. 

 

May 7th Program Meeting 
Make sure to mark your calendars 
for Wednesday May 7th to join us 
for a fun and educational program 
presented by St. Petersburg Times 
photographer, Brendan Fitterer. 

Brendan is an extremely talented 
photojournalist whose main job 
with the Times is photographing 
sporting events.  He covers the 
NFL, NASCAR, the PGA and 
NCAA sports as well as the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers including 
their Super Bowl win in 2003. 

Based in the Times Pasco offices, 
Brendan is the 2006 Region 6 
Photographer of the Year.  In-

cluded in Region 6 is Florida, 
Georgia, Mississippi, North and 
South Carolina, Tennessee, Ala-
bama, Central and South America 
and the Caribbean.  The regional 
award is based on a series of 12 
monthly contests where points are 
accumulated and tabulated for a 
total score.  In addition to acquir-
ing the most points, participants 
must show versatility in six con-
test categories including sports, 
general news, feature single and 
illustration. 

Brendan also won the top award 
in the regional competition of the 
National Press Photographers As-
sociation in January of 2007. 

A native of Port Jefferson, New 
York, Brendan is a graduate of the 
University of Florida.  Before se-
curing his position with the 
Times, Brendan enjoyed working 
at the Palatka Daily News. 

Website of the Month... 

To view a wonderful slideshow 
presentation of some of Brendan’s 
work, please visit: 

http://
www.sptimes.com/2007/
webspecials07/
audio_slideshows/
FittererShow/index.html 

 

Future Exhibits 
The Brooksville Exhibit has been 
removed and we are now focusing 
on gathering prints for the New 
Port Richey and Zephyrhills ex-
hibits coming up in May.  Space is 
limited to 70 photographs be-
tween the two locations.   Several 
photographs from the Brooksville 
Exhibit will be used, but if you 
have additional prints you would 
like to share, please contact Char-
lie as soon as possible. 

Photo of the Month... 

Never have I come across a more comprehensive, 

uncluttered, friendly, and truly educational website 

as The Luminous Landscape found at http://

luminous-landscape.com/ 

Each of the clickable links on the left side of the 

home page are filled with concise and relevant in-

formation for the beginner to the master photogra-

pher. 

Especially informative is the “Understanding Se-

ries” where topics such as Depth of Field, Expo-

sure, Color Theory, Raw Files and lots more are 

explained in detail. 

Check out the techniques and tutorials sections too; 

lots to learn from this great website ! 

 

 

 

“Sushi Take Out” 

By 

Ann Ullery 

(Photo taken at 

Fred Howard 

Park) 



 

 

Out N’ About... 
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Living in Florida, we have an abundance of locations where we can photograph flora and fauna. Whether 
you’re in your own backyard or have made the trek to Epcot as suggested below, what is the best way to cap-
ture these sometimes precarious petals of nature ?  Here are four tips for photographing flowers: 

1) Use a Tripod—an inexpensive, but heavy-duty tripod will assure camera shake is not a problem.  The self-
timer or remote release will further reduce the possibility of a blurry photo.  

2) Timing and Lighting—before 10AM or after 4PM are the best times to photograph just about anything.  
Sunlight is warmer and more vivid at these times.  Lightly overcast days are ideal for flower photos as the 
reduced contrast will reduce the chances of a washed out photo. 

3) Wind—usually calmest in the morning and just before sunset.  You can also lessen the movement of your 
subject by securing the stem to an out of view garden stake, or by setting up a cardboard wind screen. 

4) Composition—be bold, come in close.  Use the macro mode or close-up lens.  Keep it simple and elegant.  
If the background is cluttered, put a black cloth behind the flower.  Watch the depth of focus—you want 
the entire flower to be sharp. 

For the deepest color saturation, catch flowers at their peak of bloom.  Photograph flowers and plants after a 
rain shower or use a misting bottle to produce random droplets of water.  And, look for other things that may 
be hiding in or near flowers—bees, lizards, grasshoppers, butterflies or lady bugs are common. 

Tips, Tricks and Tidbits 
“Photographing Flora and Fauna” - by Ann Ullery 

May 1 thru June 1ñEpcot International Flower 

& Garden Festival, Walt Disney World Resort in 

Orlando.  If you  haven’t been to Epcot in a while, 

now might be a great time to hit the road.  Snowbirds 

have gone back north, children are still in school and 

the temperatures are still rather mild, so spending a 

day or two at Epcot could be a great local get-away.  

With over 30 million blooms, lush rose gardens, ex-

travagant floral beds, bonsai trees and at least 70 topi-

aries, the Flower and Garden Festival at Epcot could 

be a photographers retreat.  For more details, please 

visit www.disneyworld.com/flower  

May 3ñ10th Annual Gavel & Grapes AND Cas-

tle Winery Flower Power Event, Tarpon Springs.  

From 11AM until 7PM, Castle Winery located at 320 

East Tarpon Avenue will hold an all day event includ-

ing FREE food, musical talents and wine tasting.  

The building where the winery is located is an art 

form in itself—the owners restored it several years 

ago.  The grounds around the building are also phot-

ographically interesting with lots of beautiful flowers 

and shrubs.  For more information regarding Castle 

Winery, please call 727-943-7029.  Continue your 

photographic journey into the evening hours by at-

tending the 10th Annual Gavel & Grapes in down-

town Tarpon Springs.  Live entertainment, classic 

cars, wine tasting and lots of food will be available.  

There will also be both live and silent auctions with 

lots of interesting and valuable items.  The event is 

free; however, there is a $22.50 charge ($25.00 the 

day of the event) to participate in the wine tasting.  

For more information about Gavel & Grapes, please 

visit www.gavelandgrapes.com or call Paul at 727-

938-3156. 

May 17ñOutdoor Movies at Dusk held at Craig 

Park Band Shell (Spring Bayou), Tarpon Springs.  

Remember outdoor movies?  Bring lawn chairs and 

blankets to sit on while you enjoy the cinema on a big 

screen at Craig Park adjacent to Spring Bayou.   Ar-

rive early and photograph the sunset over the 

Bayou—the light this time of year is just at the right 

angle.  Also, you may get lucky and see a couple of 

playful dolphins ready to entertain !   Refreshments 

are available for purchase.  For  more information, 

please call 727-942-5628. 
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Wed. May 7   Program Meetingð1:00 PM-3:00 PMðRegency Park Li-

braryðCome and meet Brendan Fitterer, photographer for 

the St. Petersburg Times 

NOTE THE DAY CHANGEð 

this meeting will be held on WEDNESDAY 

Tue. May 20   Competition Meetingð1:00 PM-3:00 PMðRegency Park 

Library 

Tue. June 3   Summer Meetingð1:00 PM-3:-00 PMðTBA 

Tue. June 17   Summer Meetingð1:00 PM-3:-00 PMðTBA 

 

In Focus 

is a monthly publication of the 

Chasco Camera Club. 

Articles for publication must be re-

ceived by the 25th of the month to 

be included in the next issue. 

Please send submissions to: 

Ann Ullery, Editor at 

aullery@tampabay.rr.com 

For more information regarding 

Chasco Camera Club, please visit our 

website at 

www.chascocameraclub.com 

  

òWhen someone looks at one of my photo-

graphs I want it to touch all their senses.  I 

want them to feel the gust of wind that blew 

the mans hat off or the gentle breeze that 

moved the curtains.  They can almost hear 

the music that the lovers were dancing to or 

even be able to draw on a memory of what 

the day in the photo smelled like. 

- Marsha Cairo  


